BINARY OPPOSITION IN CLAUDIA RANKINE’S CITIZEN: AN
AMERICAN LYRIC: STRUCTURALIST ANALYSIS

THESIS

WANTINGG), ¢
oS RUNOD,
Q"%_%‘R 040,58

o
&

“a
6'/)
o
vand
:so1oﬂ"a&

FITRIYAH
220511100040

ENGLISH STUDY PROGRAM
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES
FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES
UNIVERSITY OF TRUNODJOYO MADURA
2026



BINARY OPPOSITION IN CLAUDIA RANKINE’S CITIZEN: AN AMERICAN
LYRIC: STRUCTURALIST ANALYSIS

THESIS

Submitted as partial fulfillment of the

Requirements for Sarjana Degree (S1)

AN TINGG,

@S5G TRUNOD, s
GACHN 2oy o
S8 i %o

BY:
FITRIYAH

220511100040

ENGLISH STUDY PROGRAM
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES
FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SCIENCES
UNIVERSITY OF TRUNODJOYO MADURA
2026



PRONOUNCEMENT OF THESIS ORIGINALITY

Hereby 1. Fitriyah pronounce that this thesis entitled Binary Opposition in
Claudia Rankine s Citizen: An American Lyric: Structuralist Analysis is the original
work of the writer and has never been proposed as partial fulfillment to get an
academic Sarjana Degree (S1) neither at University Trunodjoyo Madura nor

another Universities.

All information in this science work. comes from other writer previously who
published or not, has been quoted correctly, and this thesis is completely my

responsibility as the writer.




APPROVAL SHEET

220511100040

NIP. 197210122008012010

NIP. 197503162009122001




- o~ g

4 o - .
(if l : ( ‘ 11 . ( 17/
|

-~

VL This/thesis w

‘_ ame

Student Number 220511100040

; Fitriyah

u’"} ) L 1

Universitas Trunodj

'/,/}1)11 BOAR OF
t | 3 i

_ Aric Wahyu Prananta, S.Pi.. M. Sos
NIP. 197403122008121001




MOTTO

If They Can, Why I’'m Not?



DEDICATION
This complete thesis is dedicated to
the people around me, especially those who are drunk on words, who think
with their hearts, and who feel with a smile of eclipse.

Vi



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Alhamdulillahirabbil ‘Alamin. I offer my deepest gratitude to Allah SWT, for

through His mercy and grace, [ have been able to complete this thesis titled “Binary

Opposition in Claudia Rankine’s Citizen: An American Lyric: Structuralist

Analysis,” submitted to fulfill part of the requirements for a Bachelor’s degree (S1)

in the English Study Program, Faculty of Social and Cultural Sciences, Universitas

Trunodjoyo Madura. My deepest gratitude and appreciation go to the many people

who have helped the author complete this thesis. Therefore, the author would like

to express his deepest gratitude to:

1.

Dr. Suci Suryani, S.S., M.Pd., as the writer’s thesis advisor, who has guided,
directed, encouraged, and motivated the writer throughout the process of
writing this thesis. Thank you very much for the time, patience, guidance,
and invaluable advice given during this process. Without her support and
understanding, this thesis might not have been completed. Every suggestion
and motivation provided has helped the writer regain enthusiasm whenever
exhaustion arose. May Allah SWT always grant her health, blessings, and
the best reward for all her kindness.

All lecturers and staff of the English Study Program, who have shared their
knowledge, guidance, and support since the writer first entered the
university until the final semester. Their contributions have been truly
meaningful in helping the writer complete this thesis.

. The writer’s beloved parents, my hero and my fairy godmother, for their

endless love, prayers, sacrifices, and unwavering support throughout the
writer’s life and academic journey. Thank you for always believing,
strengthening, and standing beside the writer in every condition.

The writer’s dear younger siblings, Oyin and Tata, my little treasures, for
their love, laughter, and warmth that always bring happiness and
encouragement during difficult times.

Myril who has been the greatest motivation throughout the writer’s college
life. Thank you for the support, encouragement, and presence that have
helped the writer stay strong and keep moving forward.

The writer’s fellow fighters, Atiq and Nuril, for always being together
through countless group projects, discussions, and shared struggles, even
when the writer was busy with organizational activities. Thank you for the
patience, teamwork, and friendship.

Vii



7. Lastly, Yunita Muttaqiyah, who has always tried to accompany the writer
through every rise and fall. Thank you for the care, support, and presence
during the most challenging moments.

The writer realizes that this thesis is still far from perfect; however, sincere
gratitude is given to everyone who has contributed directly or indirectly to its
completion.

viii



PRONOUNCEMENT OF THESIS PUBLISHING AGREEMENT

As the academic cavity at the University of Trunodjoyo Madura, I who

assign below:

Name : Fitriyah

Student number 220511100040

Faculty : Faculty of Social and Cultural Sciences
Work Genre : Thesis

For the scientific knowledge improvement and importance, agree to give a right

of publishing to University of Trunodjoyo Madura, thesis entitled:

Binary Opposition in Claudia Rankine’s Citizen: An American Lyric: Structuralist

Analysis.

This pronouncement for properly usage.

Pronounce in: Bangkalan
Date: April 211 2025

The writer,

tri aﬁ\

220511100040



TABLE OF CONTENTS

IMOTTO cauceviinenninnnsensaissensesssnssassssssansssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss v
DEDICATION ...uuciuiiiuiieisicsaissenssecssnssssssesssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssns vi
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS......coiiiniiinnninsnnsensaisssnssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssasssssssssss vii
PRONOUNCEMENT OF THESIS PUBLISHING AGREEMENT ............... ix
TABLE OF CONTENTS X
ABSTRACT .uuoiuieriiinsninsnissnnsnsssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssss xii
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION....cuuieeisuecruisrensesssncsasssessscssssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssas 1
1.1 Background of the Study..........cocoviiiiiniiniiiiiiiiccce e 1
1.2 Research QUESHION.........ccuuiieiiieeiie ettt et eeare e eaeeeens 4
1.3 Objective of the StudY.......cceeviiriiiiiiiiriicceeeee e 5
1.4 Significance of the Study .........cocoeviiiiiniiiiiiicee 5
1.5 Scope and Limitations of StUAY ........cccveeviieriieiiierieeiiecee e 5
CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW 7
2.1 Theoretical Framework ...........cccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceee e 7
2.1.1 Structuralist THEOTY .....cc.cecveriiriiiiiriiieeerteeeeee et 8
2.1.2 The Concept of Binary Opposition in Structuralism..........c...cceceeeueenee. 11
2.1.3 Ideology in Barthe’s Theory.........ccccecerieniiiiiniininienececceeee 13

2.2 PTevIOUS STUAIES ....eeiuiiiiiiiiieeiieeieeseeete ettt 14
CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY .....ccvcerverruicrursessaccsassnssaesaans 18
3.1 ReSearch DESIZN........cvuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiteieeece et 18
3.2 Source of Data and Data .........c.ccooieiiiiiiiniiiic e 19
3.3 Method of Data Collection...........cccueeuierieriiieniiieieee e 20
3.4 Method of Data ANalysSiS.....c.cccecuieeriiieiiieeiieeeriee et 21
3.5 Research INStrument.........cocooueeiiiiiniiieiieeeeeeeeeeee e 23
CHAPTER IV FINDING AND DISCUSSION.....uccovierurssensurssensaessacsssssaessanssans 24
4.1 FINAINGS..ccvviieiiieeieeceeeee e Error! Bookmark not defined.
4.2 DISCUSSIONS ...euvtenreeitertieteeiteettesteetesiteste et satesbeetesatesbte bt eaeesueesbesatesaeenaeeneens 26
4.2.1 Binary Opposition of Black/White ..........ccccccevviiiniiiiniiiiieeceee, 27



4.2.2 Binary Opposition of Center/Margin .........ccceecveevveerveeiieeneeenieenreenenens 44
4.2.3 Binary Opposition of Visibility/Invisibility ..........cccccceevirercieeinieennnnen. 66
4.3 Visual Construction of Binary Oppositions ...........ccceceerveerieenieenienveennnans 85

4.4 Interrelation between Text and Image in Constructing Binary Meaning.... 85

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ......ccvcirversensuccsessnssarsanss 87
5.1 CONCIUSION ...ttt sttt 87
5.2 SUGZESTION ....vieeiiee et e ciee e eiee e tee et e e ste e e eestaeestaeessseeessseeeesseeenseesnsaeeans 88

REFERENCES .. 89

Xi



