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ABSTRACT 

 

Almaida, R. 140511100131. A Study of Arabic Vowels Realization Pronounced by 
Madurese in Reciting the Qur’an. Thesis. English Study Program 
of The Faculty of Social and Cultural Sciences, University of 
Trunojoyo Madura. Adivsor: Iqbal Nurul Azhar, S.S., M.Hum. 

 

This study focuses on the realizations of Arabic vowels. It aims to find out 
and explain the realizations of vowels /a/, /i/ and /u/ pronounced by Madurese in 
reciting the Qur’an. Since Madurese and Arabic have different vowels, the writer 
uses the realizations of alternating vowels in Madurese to see either the 
realizations also occur or not when Madurese recites the Qur’an. The 
phonological environments of each realization are also analyzed in this study. 

This study employs descriptive qualitative design as the research design. 
In addition, the writer used mechanical device and convenience technique 
sampling to collect the data.  Interactive data analysis, then, is conducted to 
analyze and explain the data. The data of the study are taken from the participants’ 
pronunciations. There were five Madurese involved in this study. They learn to 
recite the Qur’an in Madura and from Madurese. They were asked to recite thirty 
six verses and forty eight Arabic words taken from Qur’an and Iqro’. 

This study shows the findings of the Arabic vowels realizations and its 
phonological environments. It was found that when Madurese recites the Qur’an, 
the vowel /a/ is realized as [a], [ɤ] and [ɔ], the vowel /i/ is realized as [i] and [ɛ] 
while the vowel /u/ is only realized as [u]. In terms of the phonological 
environments of each realization, it was found that the environments of the 
realization of vowel /a/, [ɤ], are voiced consonants [b, d, ʤ, ð, z, w, j, ɣ] and 
voiceless glottal consonant [h] while the environments of [ɔ] are trill consonant 
[r], the uvular consonants [x, ɣ and q] and the pharyngealized consonants [sʕ, dʕ, 
tʕ, ðʕ]. The low central vowel [a] occurs in the elsewhere environment. While for 
the realization of vowel /i/, [i], it occurs in all environments while [ɛ] is realized 
after the trill consonant [r]. Since Madurese only realizes the vowel /u/ as the high 
back vowel [u], it occurs in all environments. Some of the realizations of the 
vowels are subject to some variation among speakers and perhaps across dialects. 
This study also shows that although not all Madurese allophonic alternating 
vowels found in the realization of Arabic vowels pronounced by Madurese, 
however it does occur. It indicates that in producing other languages, the first 
language or mother tongue can give influence towards the production. 

 
Keywords:  Language Transfer, Realization of Arabic vowels, Phonological 

Environment, Madurese. 
 

 



xiii 
Universitas Trunojoyo  

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

COVER PAGE ......................................................................................................     i 

TITLE PAGE  .......................................................................................................    ii 

APPROVAL SHEET 1  ........................................................................................   iii 

APPROVAL SHEET 2  ........................................................................................   iv 

PRONOUNCEMENT OF THESIS ORIGINALITY  .......................................    v 

MOTTO  ................................................................................................................   vi 

DEDICATION  ......................................................................................................  vii 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT  ..................................................................................... viii 

PRONOUNCEMENT OF THESIS PUBLISING AGREEMENT  ..................   xi 

ABSTRACT  ..........................................................................................................  xii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  ..................................................................................... xiii 

LIST OF TABLE  ................................................................................................. xvi 

LIST OF FIGURE  .............................................................................................  xvii 

CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION  .......................................................................    1 

1.1 Background of the Study .............................................................................    1 

1.2 Statement of the Research Problems ...........................................................    5 

1.3 Objectives of the Study ...............................................................................    5 

1.4 Significance of the Study ............................................................................    5 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study ..............................................................    6 

CHAPTER II: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE  ...............................    8 

2.1 Language Transfer  .......................................................................................    8 

2.2 Phonetics and Phonology  ............................................................................    9 

2.3 Arabic Language  .........................................................................................  11 

2.3.1 Arabic Phonology: Consonants and Vowels of Arabic  .....................  12 

2.3.1.1 Arabic Realization of Vowels  ...............................................  16 

     2.4 Madurese Language  ....................................................................................  17 

2.4.1 Madurese Phonology: Consonants and Vowels of Madurese  ...........  17 

2.4.1.1 Madurese Realization of Vowels  ..........................................  20 

2.5 Phonological Environment ...........................................................................  25 



xiv 
Universitas Trunojoyo  

 

 

2.5.1 Expressing Environment  ................................................................... 26  

2.6 Previous Studies ........................................................................................... 29 

CHAPTER III: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ............................................. 32 

3.1 Research Design  .......................................................................................... 32 

3.2 Source of Data and Data  .............................................................................. 33 

3.3 Research Instrument ..................................................................................... 33 

3.4 Data Collection  ............................................................................................ 34 

3.5 Data Analysis  .............................................................................................. 37 

CHAPTER IV: FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION ............................................... 39 

4.1 Findings  ....................................................................................................... 39 

4.2 Discussion ....... ............................................................................................ 54 

4.2.1 Realizations of Arabic Vowels Produced by Madurese Speakers  .... 54 

4.2.1.1 Realization of vowel /a/ ......................................................... 55 

4.2.1.1.1 Low central vowel [a]  ............................................ 55 

4.2.1.1.2 High central vowel [ɤ]  ............................................ 60 

4.2.1.1.3 Mid back vowel [ɔ] ................................................. 64 

4.2.1.2 Realization of vowel /i/ .......................................................... 68 

4.2.1.2.1 High front unrounded vowel [i]  ............................. 68 

4.2.1.2.2 Mid front unrounded vowel [ɛ]  .............................. 74 

4.2.1.3 Realization of vowel /u/ ......................................................... 75 

4.2.1.3.1 High back rounded vowel [u]  ................................. 75 

4.2.2 Phonological Environment of Arabic Vowels Realizations 

Produced by Madurese Speakers ....................................................... 81 

4.2.2.1 Phonological Environment of Arabic Vowel /a/ .................... 82 

4.2.2.1.1 Low central vowel [a]  ............................................ 82 

4.2.2.1.2 High central vowel [ɤ]  ............................................ 94 

4.2.2.1.3 Mid back vowel [ɔ]  .............................................. 102 

4.2.2.2 Phonological Environment of Arabic Vowel /i/ .................. 109 

4.2.2.2.1 High front vowel [i]  ............................................. 110 

4.2.2.2.1 Mid front vowel [ɛ]  .............................................. 116 



xv 
Universitas Trunojoyo  

 

4.2.2.3 Phonological Environment of Arabic Vowel /u/ .................. 117 

4.2.2.3.1 High back vowel [u]  ............................................. 118 

CHAPTER V: CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS ................................ 125 

5.1 Conclusions  ............................................................................................... 125 

5.2 Suggestions  ................................................................................................ 127 

REFERENCES  .................................................................................................xviii 

APPENDIXES  .................................................................................................... xxi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xvi 
Universitas Trunojoyo  

 

LIST OF TABLE 

 

Table 2.3.1.1 IPA of Consonants in Arabic .......................................................... 13 

Table 2.3.1.2 Arabic Consonantal Inventory ........................................................ 14 

Table 2.3.1.3 IPA of Arabic Short and Long Vowels ........................................... 15 

Table 2.4.1 Madurese Consonantal Inventory ...................................................... 18 

Table 4.1 Realizations of Arabic Vowels Produced by Madurese Speakers ........ 39 

Table 4.2 Phonological Environment of Arabic Vowels Realization Produced by 

Madurese Speakers................................................................................................ 53 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xvii 
Universitas Trunojoyo  

 

LIST OF FIGURE 

 

Figure 2.3.1 Arabic Vowels .................................................................................. 15 

Figure 2.3.1.1 Arabic Realization of Vowels ........................................................ 16 

Figure 2.4.1 Madurese Vowel Inventory .............................................................. 20 

Figure 2.4.1.1 Madurese Vowels and Realizations  .............................................. 21 

Figure 3.5 Interactive Data Analysis of Miles & Huberman ................................ 37 


