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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

     Language is never a completely neutral medium. More than just a tool for 

exchanging information, language is an active means used to construct, represent, 

and maintain power relations in social life (Fairclough, 1995; Wodak & Meyer, 

2009). This perspective forms the primary foundation of Critical Discourse 

Analysis (CDA), an analytical approach that positions language as a social practice 

inseparable from power relations. Unlike conventional linguistic approaches, which 

tend to treat discourse as a reflection of reality as it is, CDA questions how language 

is actively involved in producing domination, perpetuating inequality, and 

reinforcing social hierarchies (Fairclough, 1995; Wodak & Meyer, 2009). 

      One of the central concepts in the CDA framework is power dynamics, that is, 

how power is distributed and exercised unequally among individuals and groups. 

This concept encompasses the processes through which authority is established, 

maintained, negotiated, and even challenged through the use of discourse (van Dijk, 

2015; Fairclough, 2013). From this perspective, power is not something solely 

possessed by an individual, but rather something manifested and negotiated through 

language and everyday social interactions. Those in positions of authority often 

exercise control over communication from establishing rules to determining what 

is considered appropriate behavior to influence the actions, beliefs, and 

opportunities of others (Wodak & Meyer, 2009). Thus, analyzing power dynamics 

through CDA opens the possibility of revealing how discourse functions as a 

mechanism for legitimizing authority as well as a means of reproducing social 

hierarchies (Fairclough, 1995; van Dijk, 2015). 

     This study adopts the CDA framework developed by Fairclough (1995; 2013) 

as the primary analytical tool for examining the representation of power dynamics 

in literary discourse. Specifically, the analysis focuses on two dimensions of 

Fairclough’s model: the textual dimension and the sociocultural dimension. 

Through the textual dimension, this study examines how power dynamics manifest 

in the choice of vocabulary, grammatical structure, patterns of cohesion and 

coherence, and rhetorical strategies used in the text (Fairclough, 1995). These 
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linguistic elements serve as a gateway to understanding how relationships of 

authority, domination, compliance, and resistance are constructed and maintained 

at the linguistic level. The socio-cultural dimension, meanwhile, serves to expand 

the analysis to a broader, macro-level scope, namely by exploring the social context, 

power relations, and ideologies that underlie and are reflected in the narrative 

(Fairclough, 2013; Wodak & Meyer, 2009). The combination of these two 

dimensions allows this study to understand more comprehensively how discourse 

not only shapes but is also shaped by prevailing social structures and cultural values 

(van Dijk, 2015). 

      Meg Shaffer’s novel the Wishing Game (2023) was selected as the subject of 

this study because it offers a rich discursive field for examining power dynamics. 

The novel’s narrative is built upon the intertwined themes of competition, authority, 

and emotional influence. The protagonist, Jack Masterson, is a renowned author 

who not only designs but also fully controls the course of a high-stakes competition. 

His position as the creator and arbiter of the game’s rules places him structurally in 

a dominant position, while the participants are in a state of complete constraint they 

can only follow terms that are entirely beyond their control. Failure to comply with 

these rules directly results in their defeat and elimination from the competition. This 

situation explicitly illustrates a real power imbalance, where one party holds full 

authority to regulate the actions and determine the opportunities of the other. The 

commands, restrictions, persuasion, and emotional influence that color the 

interactions between characters serve as concrete manifestations of how unequal 

power relations are enacted and maintained through discourse. The patterns of 

domination, compliance, and resistance scattered throughout the narrative make this 

novel a highly productive object for analysis through the lens of CDA (Shaffer, 

2023; Simpson, 2003). 

     Although CDA has been widely applied in the study of power relations across 

various forms of discourse, research that specifically focuses on the dynamics of 

power in contemporary literary works particularly  the Wishing Game remains very 

limited. Previous studies on literary discourse have generally been oriented toward 

narrative analysis, character development, and thematic dimensions; consequently, 

linguistic studies that directly highlight power relations within literary texts still 
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require more serious expansion (Toolan, 2001; Simpson, 2003). This gap serves as 

both the starting point and the justification for this research. Through an analysis of 

vocabulary, grammar, cohesion and coherence, rhetorical strategies, social context, 

power relations, and ideology, this study aims to provide a deeper understanding of 

how discourse and power interact within contemporary literary narratives. 

Furthermore, this study is expected to demonstrate the relevance and productivity 

of CDA as an analytical framework for uncovering the linguistic and social 

mechanisms at work behind the representation and maintenance of power in literary 

texts (Fairclough, 1995; van Dijk, 2015). 

1.2 Research Questions 

     This study is structured around three research questions: 

1. What forms of power dynamics are represented in the textual features of the 

Wishing Game, such as vocabulary, grammar, cohesion and coherence, and 

rhetorical strategies? 

2. What forms of power dynamics are represented through the sociocultural 

context in the Wishing Game? 

 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 

     The objectives of this study are: 

1. To identify the forms of power dynamics represented through linguistic 

features in the novel the Wishing Game. 

2. To analyze how the sociocultural context influences the representation of 

power dynamics in the novel. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

     This study is expected to make a meaningful contribution, both theoretically and 

practically. From a theoretical perspective, this study expands the scope of Critical 

Discourse Analysis (CDA) by examining how power dynamics are represented in 

literary texts, specifically in Meg Shaffer’s novel the Wishing Game. Thus, this 

study deepens our understanding of language as a medium of power dynamics, 

while also supporting the development of CDA within the field of applied 

linguistics. Practically, this study offers insights for readers and academics 
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regarding how power is constructed through texts, and can serve as a reference for 

future research employing the CDA approach. Furthermore, this study also seeks to 

bridge theoretical concepts with their concrete application in analyzing literary 

works as representations of power. 

 

1.5 Scope and limitation of the Study 

     This study focuses on the analysis of power dynamics in Meg Shaffer's novel 

the Wishing Game by employing Norman Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis 

(CDA) framework. Fairclough's theory is adopted because it provides a framework 

for examining how language constructs, reflects, and maintains power relations 

within social contexts. Specifically, this study applies two dimensions of 

Fairclough's three-dimensional model: the textual dimension and the sociocultural 

practice dimension. The textual dimension is used to examine the linguistic features 

that represent power dynamics in the novel, while the sociocultural practice 

dimension is employed to explore the broader social and cultural contexts that 

influence and shape those power dynamics. 

     However, several limitations should be acknowledged. First, this study examines 

only one literary work, the Wishing Game; therefore, the findings are specific to 

this novel and are not intended to be generalized to other literary texts. Second, the 

study adopts only the textual and sociocultural practice dimensions of Fairclough's 

CDA framework. Consequently, the discourse practice dimension and other CDA 

approaches are not included in the analysis. 

     Another limitation concerns the data source. The data are derived entirely from 

the text of The Wishing Game without incorporating external sources, such as 

reader responses or information related to the novel's production and reception. 

Consequently, the interpretations presented in this study are textual and theoretical 

rather than empirical. Despite these limitations, they establish clear boundaries for 

the research and contribute to a focused examination of power dynamics within the 

selected literary work. 

 


	THESIS
	THESIS
	PRONOUNCEMENTOFTHESIS ORIGINALITY
	THESIS
	APPROVAL SHEET
	ACKNOWLEDGMENT
	All praise and gratitude are devoted to Allah SWT for His endless blessings, mercy, guidance, and strength, which have enabled the writer to complete this thesis entitled "A Critical Discourse Analysis of Power Dynamics in The Novel The Wishing Game."...
	This achievement would not have been possible without the support and contribution of many beloved parties. Therefore, the researcher would like to express sincere gratitude to:
	1. Prof. Misnadin, S.S., M.A., Ph.D., as the supervisor, for his invaluable guidance, patience, constructive suggestions, and continuous encouragement throughout the completion of this thesis.
	2. Dr. Sriyono, S.S., M.Hum. and Evi Pebri Ila Rachma, S.Pd., M.A., as the examiners, for their insightful comments, valuable suggestions, and meaningful feedback in improving this research.
	3. The researcher’s beloved parents, for their endless love, prayers, sacrifices, motivation, and unwavering support throughout the academic journey and the completion of this thesis.
	4. All students of the English Study Program, for their friendship, support, encouragement, and memorable experiences shared during the years of study.
	5. Lastly, the researcher would like to thank herself for her perseverance, patience, and determination in completing this research despite the many challenges encountered along the way. Every effort and struggle has become a valuable lesson and an im...
	Finally, the researcher dedicates this thesis to everyone who has supported and inspired the completion of this work. Although this thesis is far from perfect, it is hoped that it will provide benefits and contribute to future studies in the field of ...
	Thank you
	PRONOUNCEMENT OF THESIS PUBLISHING AGREEMENT
	As the academician cavity at universitas Trunodjoyo Madura,
	I who assign bellow:
	Name : Isnaini Siyatazya
	StudentNumber : 220511100075
	Study Program : English Study program
	Faculty : Faculty of Social and Cultural Sciences
	Type of Work : Thesis
	For the scientific knowledge improvement and importance, I agree to give a right of publishing to Universitas Trunojoyo Madura with following title:
	“A Critical Discourse Analysis of Power Dynamics in The Novel The Wishing Game”
	This prounouncement for properly usage.
	Created in :Bangkalan
	On date :June 25th 2026
	The writer,
	Isnaini Siyatazya
	220511100075
	MOTTO
	“And be patient, for indeed, Allah does not allow to be lost the reward of those who do good." (Surah Hud: 115)
	"Every small step taken today leads to a greater achievement tomorrow."
	DEDICATION
	I wholeheartedly dedicate this thesis to my beloved parents, whose unconditional love, endless prayers, sacrifices, and unwavering support have been the foundation of every step I take. Your encouragement and belief in me have given me the strength to...
	I also dedicate this thesis to my beloved family, who have always surrounded me with love, care, and motivation. Thank you for your understanding, patience, and constant encouragement throughout my academic journey. Your presence has been a source of ...
	My sincere appreciation also goes to my dear friends, Ririn, Dea, Vivin, and Uus, who have shared this unforgettable journey with me. Thank you for your kindness, laughter, support, and countless memories that made the challenging days feel lighter. Y...
	Finally, I dedicate this thesis to myself for staying determined, believing in my abilities, and never giving up despite the obstacles along the way. This accomplishment is a reminder that perseverance, patience, and faith can lead to meaningful achie...
	With love and gratitude to everyone who has been part of this journey.
	ABSTRACT
	Isnaini Siyatazya (220511200075). English Study Program. A Critical Discourse Analysis of Power Dynamics in The Novel The Wishing Game.
	This study aimed to analyze the representation of power dynamics in The Wishing Game through Critical Discourse Analysis. Specifically, the study examined power dynamics by focusing on two dimensions of Fairclough’s framework, namely the textual dimen...
	This study employed a descriptive qualitative research method. The data source was The Wishing Game by Meg Shaffer, while the data consisted of words, phrases, clauses, and utterances that represented power dynamics. The researcher served as the prima...
	The findings revealed 35 data of vocabulary, 34 data of grammar, 8 data of cohesion and coherence, and 33 data of rhetorical strategies in the textual dimension. In the discourse practice dimension, the study identified 20 data related to social conte...
	Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Power Dynamics, Fairclough, The Wishing Game, Textual Dimension, Discourse Practice.
	ABSTRAK
	Isnaini Siyatazya (220511200075). Program Studi Sastra Inggris.Analisis Wacana Kritis terhadap Dinamika Kekuasaan dalam Novel The Wishing Game.
	Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis representasi dinamika kekuasaan dalam novel The Wishing Game melalui pendekatan Analisis Wacana Kritis (Critical Discourse Analysis). Secara khusus, penelitian ini berfokus pada dua dimensi dalam kerangka An...
	Penelitian ini menggunakan metode penelitian deskriptif kualitatif. Sumber data penelitian adalah novel The Wishing Game karya Meg Shaffer, sedangkan data penelitian berupa kata, frasa, klausa, dan tuturan yang merepresentasikan dinamika kekuasaan. Pe...
	Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa pada dimensi tekstual ditemukan 35 data kosakata (vocabulary), 34 data tata bahasa (grammar), 8 data kohesi dan koherensi (cohesion and coherence), serta 33 data strategi retoris (rhetorical strategies). Sementara it...
	Kata kunci: Analisis Wacana Kritis, Dinamika Kekuasaan, Fairclough, The Wishing Game, Dimensi Tekstual, Praktik Wacana.
	TABLE OF CONTENT
	CHAPTER I
	INTRODUCTION
	1.1 Background of the Study
	1.2 Research Questions
	1.3 Objectives of the Study
	1.4 Significance of the Study
	1.5 Scope and limitation of the Study

	CHAPTER II
	REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
	2.1 Theoretical Framework
	2.1.1 Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
	2.1.2 Fairclough’s CDA Model
	2.1.2.1 Text Dimension
	2.1.2.2The Socio-Cultural Practice Dimension

	2.2 Previous Studies
	Oyewole (2023) examined political speeches in the study entitled Exploring Power Dynamics in Political Discourse: A Discourse Analysis of Political Speeches. The study found that political discourse is closely linked to persuasion, ideology, and...
	Ramadhianti, Sofiani, and Somba (2024) examined power dynamics in the film Crash Out through a discourse analysis approach. Their findings indicate that the dialogues in the film reflect relations of domination, authority, and power inequality am...
	Fitriani (2025) examined the series Pyramid Game using Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) framework. The findings reveal that the language in the series represents social inequalities and power dynamics within society. This study is r...
	Khattak, Adelina, and Idrees (2025) studied Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go using van Dijk’s Critical Discourse Analysis from a Marxist perspective. Their findings revealed that institutions employ language to normalize exploitation and encourag...
	Fatima, Rafiq, and Sama (2025) analyzed Shakespeare’s Hamlet by combining Fairclough’s CDA and Lazar’s Feminist CDA. Their findings showed that Hamlet’s language functions as a mechanism of patriarchal ideological control, while Gertrude’s speech...
	Previous studies share similarities with the present study in examining power dynamics through discourse analysis and Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). However, they differ in terms of research objects and theoretical focus. While earlier studie...

	CHAPTER III
	RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
	3.1Research Design
	This study was designed using a qualitative approach grounded in the Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) framework. The choice of a qualitative approach was based on the research orientation, which prioritized the in-depth exploration of meaning wi...
	3.2 Sources of Data and Data
	3.3 Research Instruments
	In accordance with qualitative research conventions, the researcher served as the primary instrument in this study, commonly referred to as the human instrument. Creswell and Poth (2024) stated that in qualitative research, the researcher was dir...
	To support the data collection and analysis process, the researcher employed a data sheet in the form of a table consisting of four columns: No., Forms, Data Code, and Data. The Forms column was used to classify the form of the data, while the Da...
	3.4 Method of Data Collection
	3.5 Method of Data Analysis
	3.5.1 Data Condensation
	The data condensation stage involved a series of processes for selecting, classifying, and simplifying the data collected from the novel. The researcher selected the most representative and relevant excerpts in relation to the research focus and ...
	At this stage, the researcher also assigned codes to each data point to indicate the analytical dimension, sequence number, and the quotation’s location within the novel. This coding system enabled the researcher to manage large volumes of data s...
	3.5.2Data Display
	3.5.3Conclusion Drawing


	CHAPTER IV
	FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
	4.1 Findings
	4.1.1 Textual Dimension
	4.1.2 Socio-Cultural Practice Dimension

	4.2  Discussion
	4.2.1 Textual Dimension
	4.2.2 Socio-Cultural Practice Dimension


	CHAPTER V
	CONCLUSION AND SUGESTIONS
	5.1 Conclusion
	5.2 Sugestions

	REFERENCES
	Bloor, M., & Bloor, T. (2007). The practice of critical discourse analysis: An introduction. Hodder Arnold.
	Blommaert, J. (2005). Discourse: A critical introduction. Cambridge University Press. https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511610295
	Brown, P., & Levinson, S. C. (1987). Politeness: Some universals in language usage. Cambridge University Press.
	Charteris-Black, J. (2004). Corpus approaches to critical metaphor analysis. Palgrave Macmillan.
	Chouliaraki, L., & Fairclough, N. (1999). Discourse in late modernity: Rethinking critical discourse analysis. Edinburgh University Press.
	Claridge, C. (2011). Hyperbole in English: A corpus-based study of exaggeration. Cambridge University Press.
	Creswell, J. W., & Poth, C. N. (2024). Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five approaches (5th ed.). SAGE Publications. https://doi.org/10.4135/9781071935137
	Fairclough, N. (1992). Discourse and social change. Polity Press.
	Fairclough, N. (1995). Critical discourse analysis: The critical study of language. Longman.
	Fairclough, N. (2013). Critical discourse analysis: The critical study of language (2nd ed.). Routledge.
	Fatima, A., Rafiq, A., & Sama, A. (2025). A critical discourse analysis of power, ideology and gender representation in Act 3, Scene 4 of Shakespeare’s Hamlet. Journal of Applied Linguistics and TESOL, 8(4), 1608. https://doi.org/10.63878/jalt1608
	Halliday, M. A. K., & Hasan, R. (1976). Cohesion in English. Longman.
	Halliday, M. A. K., & Matthiessen, C. M. I. M. (2014). Halliday’s introduction to functional grammar (4th ed.). Routledge.
	Khattak, J. A., Adelina, Y. S., & Idrees, T. (2025). Ideological control and power dynamics in Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go: A critical discourse analysis through a Marxist lens. Journal of Applied Linguistics, 5(1), 43–54. https://doi.org/10.5262...
	Kudo, H., & Onoda, R. (2024). Effects of redundant similes on persuasiveness in written arguments. Frontiers in Education, 9, Article 1387985. https://doi.org/10.3389/feduc.2024.1387985
	Leech, G. N. (1981). A linguistic guide to English poetry. Longman.
	Lin, N. (1999). Building a network theory of social capital. Connections, 22(1), 28–51.
	Machin, D., & Mayr, A. (2012). How to do critical discourse analysis: A multimodal introduction. SAGE Publications.
	Miles, M. B., Huberman, A. M., & Saldaña, J. (2020). Qualitative data analysis: A methods sourcebook (4th ed.). SAGE Publications.
	Paltridge, B. (2021). Discourse analysis: An introduction (3rd ed.). Bloomsbury Academic. https://doi.org/10.5040/9781350093662
	Schofield, G., & Beek, M. (2009). Growing up in foster care: Providing a secure base through adolescence. Child & Family Social Work, 14(3), 255–266. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2206.2008.00592
	Shaffer, M. (2023). The Wishing Game. Ballantine Books.
	Simpson, P. (2003). Language, ideology and point of view. Routledge.
	Simpson, P., & Mayr, A. (2010). Language and power: A resource book for students. Routledge.
	Soro, T. (2021). How symbolic value is constructed through utterances: Discursive power and performances of reputation in the field of online art magazines. Poetics, 89, 101572. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.poetic.2021.101572
	Toolan, M. (2001). Narrative: A critical linguistic introduction (2nd ed.). Routledge.
	van Dijk, T. A. (2008). Discourse and power. Palgrave Macmillan.
	van Dijk, T. A. (2011). Discourse and ideology. In T. A. van Dijk (Ed.), Discourse studies: A multidisciplinary introduction (2nd ed., pp. 379–407). SAGE Publications.
	van Dijk, T. A. (2015). Critical discourse analysis. In D. Tannen, H. E. Hamilton, & D. Schiffrin (Eds.), The handbook of discourse analysis (Vol. 2, pp. 466–485). Wiley-Blackwell.
	Wang, J. (2010). A critical discourse analysis of Barack Obama’s speeches. Journal of Language Teaching and Research, 1(3), 254–261.
	Wodak, R., & Meyer, M. (Eds.). (2009). Methods of critical discourse analysis (2nd ed.). SAGE Publications.
	Wodak, R., & Meyer, M. (Eds.). (2016). Methods of critical discourse studies (3rd ed.). SAGE Publications.

