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The aims of this study are to reveal the socio-economical and socio-political
issues which portrayed in David Benioff’s City of Thieves Novel and align the
History in reality with City of Thieves through the new historicism approach. The
writer applies the theory of New Historicism in order to analyze issues in the
novel.

This study applied qualitative research, because the writer has to interpret
the novel to answer the research questions. The data are the narrator’s narration
and characters’ utterances in the novel which are taken through scanning and
skimming reading technique. The data analysis was done by classifying the
narrations and utterances into some sub-subchapter realted to the socio-
economical and socio-political issues, discussing the findings, and concluding.

The result of this study revealed that there are issues in the novel that
portrays the history of Leningrad during the siege, which are; Leningraders who
live between propaganda, the conflict between Stalin and some poets, the
condition of Leningrad during when the siege is started, famine and malnutrition
which Kkills the citizen, some alternative goods that made by Leningraders,
cannibalism issues, and the end of the siege from main character’s point of view,
also the gap between rich and poor condition during the famine which is portrayed
specifically in the novel.
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