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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This part introduces the present study. It describes background of the study, 

research questions, objectives of the study, significance of the study, scope and 

limitation of the study and the definition of key terms.  

1.1 Background of the Study 

Language is a characteristic of humans that makes them different from other 

creatures. Language is closely related l to literature andl language users themselves. 

It is und leniable that language is part of a social system. Various med lia can be 

accessedl easily as a means of getting information and l communication in the 

language. Make it easier for everyone to communicate with the interlocutor. The 

medlia is in the midlst of the reality of people's lives with various need ls (Sobur, 

2012).  

The dlevelopment of the world l of technology andl information is growing 

rapidlly andl has even become a mand latory requlirement for some people since the 

new normal era was implemented l in 2020 which is the impact of the Covid l-19 

pandlemic. This has an impact on literacy d levelopment in Ind lonesia. 

Commulnicating in online med lia to the pu lblic can happen anytime and l anywhere. 

The internet not only gives rise to d ligital medlia as a new medliulm of medlia-auldlience 

interaction, which so far only consu lmes content with the presence of d ligital medlia 

can become content prod lulcers (Nasrulllah, 2018). 

In the modlern era, the presence of d ligital medlia is very influ lential in all 

aspects of life, especially in a pand lemic situ lation like this. The d levelopment of an 

increasingly sophisticated l era is synonymou ls with technological d levelopments, 

especially commu lnication. The easier the technology, the more commu lnication 

patterns dlevelop in society, one of which is in terms of mass commu lnication. Mass 

commulnication is commu lnication that is carried l oult throulgh mass med lia with 

variouls commulnication objectives to be conveyed l to a wid le auldlience (Romli, 

2017). 
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One of the benefits of d ligital medlia is access to information abou lt something 

that is happening or has happened l. One next step of d levelopment that is now 

starting to trend l in society is d ligital literatu lre, namely literary works pu lblishedl on 

the internet worldl. Thuls, the pulblic andl readlers can enjoy literary works easily andl 

qulickly. This is a great opportu lnity for writers to write their literary works in the 

dligital worldl. The au lthor is free to write anything and l is as creative as the au lthor 

withoult any restrictions or set ru lles that tendl to bindl the creative writer. 

In adldlition, dligital medlia can make the mind l wandler widlely becau lse in dligital 

medlia there are no restrictions on its u lse. After all, one of the characteristics of 

dligital medlia is pu lblicity andl periodlicity (M.Romli, 2012). One of the benefits of 

dligital medlia is as access to information abou lt something that is happening or has 

happenedl. One fu lrther dlevelopment step that is now starting to trend l in society is 

dligital literatulre, namely literary works pu lblishedl on the internet. Thu ls, the pu lblic 

andl readlers can enjoy literary works easily and l qulickly. This is a great opportulnity 

for writers to write their literary works in the d ligital worldl. The au lthor is free to 

write anything and l is as creative as the au lthor withoult any restrictions or set ru lles 

that tendl to bindl the creative writer. 

Accordling to some people who have an interest in read ling, they looking for 

dligital medlia portals that have easy access and l acculracy of content in every article 

they pu lblish. Researchers fou lndl a platform calledl Vice Netherland l which is still a 

part of Vice Grou lp LLC. One of the platforms is a platform for variou ls types of 

website-basedl dligital news and l has lots of interesting and l latest d laily news every 

dlay. This platform has many u lsers andl that is what makes researchers interested l in 

making research objects.  

Vice Netherlandl is one of the online med lia or online medlia that is u lsefull as a 

providler of information, both the latest news and l interesting things d ligitally. The 

existence of Vice Netherland l as an online med lia makes commu lnication and l 

dlistribultion of information easier to d lo. This is enou lgh by accessing internet-

connectedl commulnication dlevices, su lch as gadlgets, compulters, or laptops, hulmans 

can commu lnicate with each other and l transmit information. The growing popu llarity 
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of online med lia as an application u lsedl to share news with photos and l vidleos has 

resu llted l in many readlers being interestedl in readling news throu lgh Vive Netherland l 

(Hananto, 2109). Vice Netherland l has been a mass med lia since 1994 and l startedl 

entering online med lia in 2010, so the existence of the news contained l in Vice 

Netherland l is qulite validl andl trulstedl by the pulblic becaulse of its credlibility as new 

medlia. 

 

Figure 1.1 Vice Netherlandl Visitor D Liagram 

Sou lrce: D Lata Processedl basedl on the Official Website 

 

Basedl on the dlata above, it can be seen that the nulmber of ulsers has increasedl 

significantly every year. Another thing that makes Vice Netherland l also very 

popullar with Gen - Z is becau lse it contains some interesting information and l comes 

from real situ lations every dlay. In d ligital medlia, Vice providles a d lark theme so that 

it becomes a contrast in read ling. Not only the appearance bu lt also the u lse of an 

easy-to-ulndlerstandl langulage style makes Vice Netherland l one of the d lestinations 

for findling the latest information throu lgh social medlia. 

In general, langu lage styles are d lividledl into foulr, namely comparative 

langulage style, contradliction, linkage, and l repetition (Tarigan, 2013). Every poet, 
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of coulrse, has his own style of writing. Accord ling to (Keraf, 2009) langu lage style 

is a way of expressing oneself, whether throu lgh langulage, behavior, d lress, andl so 

on. The style of langu lage can be limited l as a way of expressing thou lghts throulgh 

langulage that specifically shows the sou ll andl personality of the writer. Langu lage 

style becomes part of the choice of word ls or dliction in d lelivering messages to 

readlers or listeners with langulage. 

The choice of rhetorical means or style of langu lage is one of the most 

prominent elements andl can make the d lelivery of d laily news more memorable to 

readlers. Style or langu lage style in particu llar is known in rhetoric as style. Langu lage 

style or style is a way of expressing thou lghts throulgh a dlistinctive langulage that 

shows the soull andl personality of the aulthor (langu lage ulse). A good l langulage style 

mulst contain three elements, namely honesty, politeness, and l attractiveness (Keraf, 

2007). Basedl on the opinion above, langu lage style is the aulthor's way of expressing 

his thoulghts in ordler to obtain an effect in the form of certain feelings. 

The writer is interested l to analyse the articles becau lse there are many 

expressions from the aulthor that imagines aboult condlition or situlation in which the 

aulthor write. So, the writer fou lndl figulrative langulage in a short story to express the 

emotion from the aulthor to be more interesting. To analyze, the writer u lses literary 

approaches andl literary d levices su lch as allu lsion, andl the figulres of speech. Among 

the figulres of speech, the writer u lses metaphor, simile, personification, synecd loche, 

metonymy, symbol, parad lox andl irony, etc.  

Figulrative langulage is a way of expressing oneself that d loes not u lse a wordl’s 

strict or realistic meaning. Common in comparisons and l exaggerations, it’s u lsulally 

ulsedl to adldl creative flou lrish to written or spoken langu lage or explain a complicated l 

idlea. Figulrative langulage refers to the u lse of wordls in a way that dleviates from the 

conventional ord ler andl meaning in ord ler to convey a complicated l meaning, colorfull 

writing, clarity, or evocative comparison. It u lses an ord linary sentence to refer to 

something withou lt d lirectly stating it. U Lndlerstandling figulrative langu lage is an 

important part of read ling the Management D Lisculssion andl Analysis (2020), where 

management may u lse a metaphor to help explain complicated l concepts or d lirections 
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that the company is taking. As in the sentence, He is a strong tower. In metaphorical 

sense, the sentence he is a strong tower indicates that the man who mentioned is a 

strong man. The word tower refers to the fact that man is as strong as tower. Based 

on the explanation above, it is possible to conclude that metaphor is a figurative 

way of expressing oneself by saying something else to replace the true meaning that 

one wishes to express. It must be remembered that the two things must share the 

same feature. 

Relatedl to the d lescription above, the writer stu ldlies figulrative langu lage u lsedl 

in a selected l short story posted l online by the Vice Netherland l. The main types of 

figulrative langulage are metaphors, metonymy, personification, and l synecdloche 

Besidles, the writer fou lndl some kind ls of figulrative langulage ulsed l also stuldlies aboult 

the meaning of figulrative langu lage ulsedl in selectedl Vice Netherlandl. 

Langulage style allows uls to assess the personality, character, and l abilities of 

someone who u lses the langulage. The better the style of langulage, the better people 

juldlging it; the worse a person's langu lage style, the worse the assessment given to 

him (Keraf, 2007). Based l on the phenomena above, researcher is interestedl in 

condlulcting research u lndler the title “A Stu ldly Of The Figu lrative Langu lage ULsedl 

In The Vice Netherland l Medlia Site Articles”. 

 

1.2 Research Qu lestions 

In relation with the backgrou lndl research that has been d lescribedl previoulsly, 

the research qulestions can be formullated l as follows: 

1. What are types of figulrative langulage ulsedl in the articles on the Vice 

Netherlandls medlia website ? 

2. What are the functions for the ulse of figulrative langulage in articles on the 

Vice Netherlandls med lia website ? 

1.3 Objectives of the Stu ldly 

Considlering the research qu lestion statedl, this stu ldly aimedl to investigate the 

following case: 
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1. To explain figulrative langu lage is ulsedl in the articles on the Vice Netherlandls 

medlia website. 

2. To explain the functions for the ulse of figulrative langulage in articles on the 

Vice Netherlandls med lia website. 

1.4 Significance of the Stu ldly 

This stuldly expects to achieve better u lndlerstandling of literatu lre by giving 

theoretical and l practical benefit. The resu llt of this stu ldly is to provid le contribultion 

for teachers, learners andl another researcher. 

The benefits of this research in scientific d levelopment are expected l to adldl to 

the wealth of research on the d levelopment of literary science. Especially in the 

dlevelopment of d ligital medlia in Ind lonesia. It is hopedl that this research can be a 

reference if fulrther d levelopedl in the next research. 

This research providles new knowledlge and l insight to the pu lblic regard ling 

langulage style, dliction, andl also metaphors in the dligital medlia of Vice Netherland l. 

Throulgh this research, it is hoped l that it can increase the existence of Ind lonesian 

dligital medlia platforms and l can be a reference for fu lrther langu lage research. 

 

1.5 Scope and l Limitations of Stuldly 

The scope of this research is figurative language, especially about figurative 

language used in four articles chosen from Vice Netherland. So in this stu ldly, the 

aulthor only foculses on articles contained l in Vice Netherland l regardling the 

condlitions andl anticipation of several cou lntries relatedl to education. In this stu ldly, 

4 articles were selectedl from 2015 to 2023. The foulr articles are entitledl Stuldly Findls 

High-Speedl Rail Increases Happiness By Aaron Gord lon, April 11, 2023, Kentulcky 

Schools Can't Teach Kid ls Aboult Pu lberty Anymore By Anya Zoled lziowski, April 

20, 2023, How Nickelod leon Edlulcatedl a Generation of Kid ls Abou lt AIDLS DLulring 

the 1990s by Mike Pearl, October 14, 2015 and l This Activist U Lses Spoken Wordl 

Performances to Ed lulcate People on Climate Change by Kastalia Med lrano, 

September 26, 2017.
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